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Bayfield County Clerk  
Lynn M. Divine,  County Clerk 
Kim Mattson, Accountant  Jeran Delaine, Deputy Clerk 

Gail M. Reha, Bookkeeper  Paige Terry, Clerk III 

Ph: 715.373.6100 ● Fx: 715.373.6153 ● Email: Lynn.Divine@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov ● 117 E. Fifth Street, PO Box 878, Washburn, WI 54891      
 

BAYFIELD COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Dennis M. Pocernich, Chair, Fred Strand, Vice-Chair                                                                             
Steve Sandstrom, Mary Dougherty, Larry Fickbohm, Charly Ray,  
Jeremy Oswald,  Jeffrey Silbert,  John Rautio,  Marty Milanowski,  

Madelaine Rekemeyer,  James Crandall,  Brett Rondeau 
 

RE: April 18th Bayfield County Board of Supervisors’ Meeting 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
Please be advised that the monthly meeting of the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors will be held on Tuesday, 
April 18th, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. This meeting will be held in-person in the Bayfield County Board Room at 117 E 5th St 
Washburn, WI. Supervisors and the public will be able to participate in the meeting in-person or remotely via voice 
either by using the internet link or phone number below. 
 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  
Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 280 159 400 434  

Passcode: Grrg9p  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

Or call in (audio only)  
+1 715-318-2087,,20256489#   United States, Eau Claire  

Phone Conference ID: 202 564 89#  

Find a local number | Reset PIN  

Learn More | Meeting options  
 
 
Please contact Bayfield County at 715-373-6181 or 715-373-6100. If you have access questions prior to the meeting.  
During the meeting if you have connection issues, please email mark.abeles-allison@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov. 
 

 
 

 

 

4:00 p.m. – Artesian Well Study Presentation, County Board Room. 

5:30 p.m. – Health Committee Meeting, County Board Room. 

 

6:00 p.m. – County Board Meeting 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Roll Call 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

4. Public Comment: Limited to 3 minutes per person, 15 minutes maximum. 

 

Any person wishing to attend who, because of a disability, requires special accommodations, should contact the County Clerk’s office at 715-373-6100, 
at least 24 hours before the scheduled meeting time, so appropriate arrangements can be made. 

 

 

mailto:Lynn.Divine@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGVhZTVlMjEtOTNkNC00NDBjLThjNDQtNjJmMjRlNjBiOGY5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22145ec30e-5769-40e2-8a4c-fe09ea9581bf%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f488ae82-6d22-4008-a7a4-135f38af3943%22%7d
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/download-app
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
tel:+17153182087,,20256489# 
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/9b4f001a-1165-4cc7-9eb9-73599e1f4a29?id=20256489
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/usp/pstnconferencing
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=f488ae82-6d22-4008-a7a4-135f38af3943&tenantId=145ec30e-5769-40e2-8a4c-fe09ea9581bf&threadId=19_meeting_NGVhZTVlMjEtOTNkNC00NDBjLThjNDQtNjJmMjRlNjBiOGY5@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US
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5. Discussion and Possible Action, Minutes from March 28, 2023 

 

6. Presentation, Bayfield County / City of Washburn Historical Society Presentation 
 

7. UW Madison Extension Presentation, Jason Hausler, Assistant Dean of Extension 

 

8. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-35; In Recognition of 
Memorial Day 2023 

 

9. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-36; In Recognition of 
Missing & Murdered Indigenous Persons Awareness Day 

 

10. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-37; Appreciation of Town, 
City, Village, and County Clerks and Election Workers for a Smooth April 4, 2023 Election 

 

11. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-38; In Recognition and 
Appreciation of Coni Wickingson for 13 Years of Commitment and Service in the Bayfield 
County Sheriff’s Office 
 

12. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-39; In Recognition and 
Appreciation of Jeffrey Kistner for 28 Years of Commitment and Service in the Bayfield County 
Sheriff’s Office 

 

13. Discussion and Possible Action, Report of the Bayfield County Planning and Zoning Committee 
No. 2023-06; Petition to Change District Boundaries of a Parcel Owned by Chad & Robin 
Lisdahl, Town of Iron River, from Forestry-One (F-1) to Residential-One (R-1) 

 

14. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Amendatory Ordinance No. 2023-06; Petition 
to Change District Boundaries of a Parcel Owned by Chad & Robin Lisdahl, Town of Iron River, 
from Forestry-One (F-1) to Residential-One (R-1) 

 

15. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-40; Amendment to the 
2020-2024 Bayfield County Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan to Update the Entry for the 
Brownstone Trail 

 

16. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-41; Accepting the 
Transfer of Land Ownership MOU of Approximately Four Acres of Land in the Town of 
Bayfield from Landmark Conservancy 

 

17. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-42; Applying for a 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Local Unit of Government Grant for Bayfield County Land on the 
Brownstone Trail 

 

18. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-43; A Resolution to the 
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation in Support of a Community Development 
Investment (CDI) Grant – CORE Community Resources 

 

19. Discussion and Possible Action, Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-44; Staffing Budget 
Amendment, 2023 Tourism, Land Records, and CCO 

 

20. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Local Government Scholarship Applicants 

 

21. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Confirmation of Multiple Appointments: 
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a) Board of Health 
b) Housing Authority 

 
22. Discussion and Possible Action, Appointment to Broadband Committee 

 
23. Discussion and Possible Action Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-45; Courthouse HVAC 

Project Budget Amendment 

 

24. Reports 

 
a) WCA 2024 Resolution Topics 
b) Budget 2024 Priority Planning Session, May 30, 4pm. 
c) Future County Board Meeting Dates: 

a. May 30, 2023 
b. June 27, 2023 
c. July 25, 2023 
 

25. Supervisors’ Reports 
 

26. The Board may entertain a motion to move in and out of Closed Session pursuant to §19.85(1) (c) 
to consider the employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any 
public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility 
(g) Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written 
advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is 
likely to become involved. 

a) Minutes, March 28, 2023 Closed Session 

b) Discussion and Negotiations with Northern Lights Services. 

 
27. Adjournment.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

LYNN M. DIVINE 
Bayfield County Clerk 
LMD/pat 



Bayfield County Board Narrative: 

 

At 4pm there will be an Artesian Well Study Update Presentation by the Wisconsin 

Geologic and Historic Survey in the County Board Room.  Following that, at 530, 

there will be a brief Health Committee meeting, also in the Board Room. 

 

=============== 

Item 6:  The Washburn Heritage Association will present information about the 

May Preservation Month featuring the Bayfield County Courthouse.  Karen 

Novachek will be present on behalf of the Association.  They also plan to present 

the county with a Historical Panel featuring the History of the Bayfield County 

Courthouse. 

Item 7:  Jason Hausler, visiting Assistant Dean for Extension will share a short 

message. 

  

Jason Hausler is an Assistant Dean with the Division of Extension at UW-Madison, where he provides leadership 
and support for the WI Extension Area Director team, and serves as a member of the Division Dean's Leadership 
Team, providing leadership to the institution on administrative and programmatic areas.  

Prior to the role as Assistant Dean, he served nearly 6 years as an Area Director for Marathon, Clark, Portage and 
Wood Counties. In this position, he managed the people, programs, funding and relationships within that multi-
county area. 



He enjoys and values working with local governments, Extension staff and community partners to enhance the 
quality of life for all citizens in Wisconsin. In his spare time, he enjoys camping and supporting his children’s 
passions.  

 

Item 8.  Kevin Johnson will share the Memorial Day resolution recognizing those 

who serve and have given their lives in the line of duty. 

Item 9. Kim Lawton and Barb Flynn will present this resolution recognizing 

murdered and missing indigenous women.  The resolution raises our awareness 

and encourages us to address this crisis. 

Item 10. The April 4 Election in Bayfield County went smooth thanks to the 

dedicated election workers throughout the County.  This resolution extends 

appreciation for their work. 

Item 11. Coni Wickingson, has retired after 13 years in dispatch.   

Item 12.  Jeff Kistner has retired after 28 years as a Bayfield County Deputy. 

Item 13 and 14:  This report and ordinance, approved by Planning and Zoning, is 

for a rezone from F 1 to R1 in the Town of Iron River.  

 

Item 15: This resolution, approved by Forestry, would amend the Brownstone Trail 

section in the Bayfield County Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan.  This is 

the parcel that Erika Lang with Landmark Conservancy discussed at the last 

County Board meeting.   

Item 16. The Resolution adopts the MOU between Bayfield County and Landmark 

Conservancy.  The MOU has received input from both the Forestry and Executive 

Committee as well as review by Corporation Counsel, Forest Administrator and 

County Administrator.  Several questions about the environmental background of 

the site were received.  An environmental assessment Phase 1 was completed.  A 



copy is in the dropbox, separate from the packet.  Below is the Executive 

Summary. 

 

 

 



Item 17.  If the land acquisition above is approved, this resolution authorizes the 

County to apply for a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant for the Brownstone Trail 

parcel restoration. 

Item 18. The Executive Committee has recommended adoption of the CORE 

Community Resources application for a CDI grant through the WEDC.  A support 

letter from the City of Bayfield is below. 

 

Item 19.  The Executive Committee approved the attached staffing resolution.  

This resolution authorizes funding the following staffing additions: 

 

• 2 fte CCOs (dispatchers)  : qualifying us for State Consolidated Grant. 

• .13 fte in the Tourism / Fair Office: increasing assistance of higher workload. 

• .5 fte in the Land Records Office: increase assistance for both workload and 

increased training time required for new staff. 

 

Item 20.  We will have a report and possible recommendations to consider 

regarding the Bayfield County Local Government Scholarship program.  So far we 

have received three applications. 

Item 21:  We currently have openings on the Bayfield County Board of Health and 

the Bayfield County Housing Authority.  Kathryn Stolp has submitted an 

application, this is being reviewed by the Health Committee prior to the meeting.  

There may be other applications received over the weekend as well. 



Item 22. Northwest Regional Planning has requested that the county designate a 

person to represent the county on the regional Broadband Equity, Access and 

Deployment (BEAD) planning grant.   

Item 23:  The Courthouse / Annex HVAC project is progressing with courthouse 

departments slowly starting to move back into their offices over the next 30 days.  

Courthouse work is anticipated to wrap up by May 15.  Work has begun on annex 

HVAC improvements.  Budgetwise we have several change orders.  We did 

anticipate some contingency but hidden electrical issues are causing overages.  

We hope to have final numbers by Tuesday.  Some additional funds may need to 

be allocated.  A summary sheet is attached. 
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Minutes 
Monthly Meeting of the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors 

March 28, 2023 
Meeting Held in the Bayfield County Board Room, Courthouse, Washburn, WI 

 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting of the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
by Bayfield County Board Chairman, Dennis M. Pocernich.  A roll call was taken by County Clerk, Lynn 
Divine, as follows: Steve Sandstrom-present virtually; Mary Dougherty-present; Charly Ray-present 
virtually; Jeff Silbert-present; Fred Strand-present virtually; Marty Milanowski-present; Jim Crandall-
present; Dennis Pocernich-present; Larry Fickbohm-present; Jeremy Oswald-present; John Rautio-present; 
Madelaine Rekemeyer-present; Brett Rondeau-absent. Total: 12 present, 1 absent. A quorum was present to 
conduct business. 
 
Others Present:  County Administrator- Mark Abeles-Allison; County Clerk- Lynn M. Divine; 
Accountant- Kim Mattson; Town of Cable Supervisor- David Popelka; Town of Cable Supervisor- Dean 
Hambrecht; Washburn School District Senior- Gabriel Bodine; Landmark Conservancy Representative- 
Erika Lang; Health Director- Sara Wartman; and Forest Administrator- Jason Bodine 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Al legiance was recited by all in attendance.  
 
Public Comment: Gabriel Bodine, Washburn High School, introduced himself to the board and 
explained that he is applying for the Bayfield County Local Government Scholarship to fund his 
education to attend UW Stevens Point. G. Bodine stated that he will be studying a varieties of Media 
Studies to acquire skills and extend his background to enter a career in voice acting. G. Bodine stated 
that he previously attended a Washburn City Council meeting and stated that he found it interesting to 
see local governments in action.  
 
Approval of Minut es from February 28, 2023:  Motion by Milanowski, seconded by Rautio, to 
approve the February 28, 2023, Minutes of the Monthly Bayfield County Board of Supervisors. Motion 
carried, 12-0, 1 absent. 
 
Town of Cable School/Housing Project Presentation, David Popelka:  David Popelka, Town of 
Cable Supervisor, delivered a presentation on the housing development project in the Town of Cable. 
The town  is looking to demolish an old school building that is currently seen as a detriment to the town 
to redevelop the site for potential residential development. Original estimates for the project are 
approximately $450,000. The town has participated in multiple negotiations with different entities to 
lower project costs. Popelka explained that there have been numerous obstacles with the project, 
including asbestos in the building. Asbestos cleanup is expected to be completed June 1, 2023 with the 
demolition of the building to be completed by July 1, 2023. Milanowski asked if the town is looking to 
sell the property. Popelka replies that the town does intend on selling the property to a developer, but the 
developer would need to have a development plan before town would sell to them. Ultimately, the town 
would prefer to get the property back on the tax roll. Crandall asked how much funds the town will have 
been invested by the end of the project. Popelka answered $50,000. Silbert asked if WHEDA would be 
stepping in to help the town and Popelka explained that WHEDA and similar agencies have not been 
contacted. Sandstrom questioned if there were anything salvageable at the property. Popelka stated that 
extended weather exposure has made most of the materials non-salvageable.  
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Landmark Conservancy Presentation Regarding Brownstone Trail, Erika Lang: Erika Lang, 
Landmark Conservancy, delivered a presentation regarding the restoration of the Brownstone Trail 
which included a history of the trail. A community park space will be created on the property that will 
require buildings currently existing on the property to be removed, developing a small parking area, a 
picnic pavilion, and adding native vegetation. Lang reviewed the timeline of the project with the board. 
Landmark Conservancy is proposing partnering with Bayfield County regarding ownership of the 
property. Lang stated she is not looking for a decision at this time and will be returning in April to ask 
for a decision. Risk a 
 

Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-27: 
 

2023 Work Zone Safety Awareness Week in Bayfield County 
 

WHEREAS, In 1999, the Federal Highway Administration partnered with the American Association of 
State Highway Officials and more recently the American Traffic Safety Services Association to create 
the National Work Zone Safety Awareness campaign which is held annually in April prior to the 
construction season in much of the nation; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Wisconsin County Highway Association is asking all seventy-two counties in the 
state to unite and kick-�R�I�I���³�:ork Zone Safety A�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���:�H�H�N�´���Z�L�W�K���D���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���W�R���U�D�L�V�H��
awareness for its workers, the travelling public, public safety workers, and those of various highway 
contractors performing work for the counties; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Between 2017 and 2022, there were 70 fatalities recorded as a result of more than 14,473 
work zone crashes and injuring more than 5,449 people in Wisconsin; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Construction and maintenance activities on our streets and highways periodically require 
that work zones be established; and, 
 
WHEREAS, there has been over 1,805 work zone crashes in Wisconsin in each of the last five years; 
and, 
 
WHEREAS, In 2020, Wisconsin suffered from nearly 2,186 crashes in road construction and 
maintenance zones, resulting in over 859 injuries and 13 fatalities; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Through their enforcement activities and other participation, the Bayfield �&�R�X�Q�W�\���6�K�H�U�L�I�I�¶�V��
Office, Wisconsin State Patrol, and Bayfield County Highway Department will work to make Work 
Zone Safety Awareness Week a success; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Federal Highway Administration has designated April 17 through April 21, 2023 as 
National Work Zone Safety Awarene�V�V���:�H�H�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���W�K�H�P�H���³�<�R�X���S�O�D�\���D���U�R�O�H���L�Q���Z�R�U�N���]�R�Q�H��
safety.  Work wit�K���X�V�´�����Z�K�L�F�K���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���P�R�W�R�U�Lsts driving safely to ensure that we 
all work together to save lives in work zones; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , that the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors assembled 
this 28th day of March 2023, does hereby declare the week of April 17 through April 21, 2023 be 
designated as Work Zone Safety Awareness Week in Bayfield County. 
 
Motion by Milanowski, seconded by Crandall, to adopt Resolution No. 2023-27 2023 Work Zone Safety 
Awareness Week in Bayfield County. Motion carried, 12-0, 1 absent. 
 

 
Bayfield County Resolution No. 2023-28: 
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Forestry and Parks Department 2022 and 2023 Budget Amendment �± Delta Landfill Project  

 
 
WHEREAS, the Delta Landfill/White River Drainage repair project was approved with a 2022 capital 
expense budget of $600,000; and, 
 
WHEREA S, plans for repair and the associated estimated budget were produced in early CY 2021; and, 
 
WHEREAS, as per the terms of the FEMA grant awarded to this project, total reimbursement is 
expected to be 87.5% of the total eligible costs associated with the repair; and, 
 
WHEREAS, most of the repair work was completed by the Bayfield County Highway Department in 
CY 2022; and, 
 
WHEREAS, as per the end of CY 2022, the total actual costs associated with this project are 
$763,157.89, which includes all procured materials and labor; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the increase in expenses were primarily attributed to significant increases in material and 
labor costs since the estimated budget was produced; and, 
 
WHEREAS, a minor amount of repair work will be completed in late spring/early summer 2023; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the remaining minor repair work is estimated to be roughly $17,000 and will be completed 
by the Bayfield County Highway Department in 2023; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Delta has committed to contributing a total of $37,500 towards the County 
share of total expenses, by paying the County $12,500 in 2021 and 2022, and committing another 
$12,500 in 2023, which will reduce the total out of pocket costs to the County; and, 
 
WHEREAS, when the repair work is completed, a reimbursement request will be made to FEMA based 
on the total final actual costs of repair; and, 
 
WHEREA S, reimbursement from FEMA is expected in late CY 2023 or 2024; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , that the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors assembled 
this 28th day of March 2023, approves the following amendment to the 2022 and 2023 Forestry and 
Parks Department budget: 
 

2022 Budget Amendment  2023 Budget Amendment 
              
Increase 430-34-57100-50290 $163,158   Increase 430-34-57100-50290 $17,000 
Increase 430-70-49201 $12,500     430-34-57100-50290 $678,000 
Increase 100-00-59430-50820 $12,500   Increase 430-34-48590-003 $12,500 
Increase 100-00-49301 $12,500     430-34-43280 $682,500 
Increase 430-34-48590-003 $12,500         
Increase 430-70-49301 $138,158         
 
Forest Administrator, Jason Bodine, explained that the budget amendment finalizes the work complete 
in 2022 and will cover anticipated work in 2023.  
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